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To the Editor, NY Times Op-Ed Page:

Re: “When It Comes to People Like My Daughter, One Size Does Not Fit All” by David
Axelrod (Opinion guest essay, July 4)

Thanks to Mr. Axelrod — eminent political strategist, but a papa first — we have been
warned:

[1l-informed policymakers and disability advocates threaten if unintentionally, his
intellectually disabled daughter’s well-being and thousands more like her. They seek to
disadvantage vital congregate care settings like hers via inequitable funding.

Axelrod shows us why doing what’s right must transcend politics as usual, and why
public policy must nurture the full spectrum of care options. But he doesn’t show us
how.

The “how” must include care options that maximize safety and wellness. For decades,
VOR -- “A Voice of Reason” -- has championed before the federal government the fact
that one size does not fit all. The Supreme Court explicitly agreed, in deciding that
disabled individuals have the right to choose, especially when the alternative poses an
existential threat. VOR comprises concerned family members, not ideologies or
moneyed interests. Parents and guardians depend on honest persuasion steeped by
lifelong experience, on expertise wrought from the exhausting battle to literally save our
loved ones.

Harris T. Capps
The writer is President of VOR (“A Voice of Reason”), a national not-for-profit disability advocacy
organization (see. vor.net)



