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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Missouri State Report, by Mary Vitale, BHC Family Association

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE: State Operated ICFs/MR in Missouri are called Habilitation Centers.

Here follows summary of Mary Vitale’s state report at the VOR State Report Forum in Washington, D.C., on Friday, June 4, 2010. Her complete written report will be posted online soon, along with other state reports received at the State Report Forum.

MISSOURI

By Mary Vitale, BHC Family Association 

The Bellefontaine Habilitation Center (BHC) retained $18,000,000 for renovation, including construction of additional homes on campus. 
In March, the DOJ reviewed the areas of safety, active treatment, behavior support plans, and transition plans at BHC. In April, BHC passed its federal ICF/MR survey with only a few minor infractions. 
Recently, families successfully challenged the proposed closures of Nevada and SEMORS Habilitation Centers. 
Conversion to waiver homes is a statewide plan that families strongly oppose (see below for position paper). The plan is supported by private providers, P&A, DD Council, and others are who working hard to eliminate the ICF/MR option in Missouri. 
With the current economic difficulties, the promise of saving money by converting ICFs/MR to waiver homes is appealing to legislators. Saving money, not providing services, seems to be the current priority. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. Family Association in Missouri secures advocacy support one letter at a time

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Keeping is simple and easy is often the key to advocacy success.  Mary Vitale, President of the Parents Association for the Bellefontaine Habilitation Center, followed this formula when circulating the following letter/petition. Instead of collecting signatures, however, she collected actual letters. This visual – 300 individual letters (and growing) – is a very effective visual to use in hearings, with the media and on the desks of elected officials. 


Her letter/petition is specific to Missouri, but is easily adapted to any state. (Note: Habilitation Centers in Missouri are state licensed ICFs/MR). 
A related position paper, specific to Missouri’s plan to convert its Hab Centers (ICFs/MR) to waivered group homes follows in the next section. 
PARENTS ASSOCIATION, INC.  SLSSH

BELLEFONTAINE HABILITATION CENTER

SUPPORT FOR HABILITATION CENTERS IN MISSOURI

1. I OPPOSE CLOSING MISSOURI HABILITATION CENTERS.

2. I OPPOSE CONVERTING MISSOURI HABILITATION CENTERS TO WAIVER HOMES. 

3. I SUPPORT RETAINING HABILITATION CENTERS IN MISSOURI  AS LONG TERM, RESIDENTIAL HOMES.

4.  I SUPPORT RETAINING HABILITATION CENTERS IN MISSOURI AS ICFs/MR. (INTERMEDIATE CARE FACILITIES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED).

THIS PLAN FOR HABILITATION CENTERS OFFERS CHOICE, APPROPRIATE SERVICES, A VARIETY OF LIVING ARRANGEMENTS, AND IS COST EFFECTIVE.

NAME ______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________

PHONE ______________________________________________________________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE___________________________________________________________________

DATE ________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:    MARY VITALE    (address provided)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Parent Association of Bellefontaine Habilitation Center (MO) on the conversion of Hab Centers to state operated group homes

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

a. Residents currently living in habilitation centers are profoundly mentally retarded and also have multiple physical impairments, challenging behavioral disorders, and intense medical concerns. They require and deserve the services and oversight only available through our habilitation centers which are ICFs/MR (intermediate care facilities for them mentally retarded).

b. ICFs/MR are good homes that offer cost effective, comprehensive services.

c. Waivers are appropriate for some persons, but not everyone. ICFs/MR must remain a real choice for residential, comprehensive services in the State of Missouri.

d. Elimination of ICF/MR services can jeopardize the health, safety, and qualify life for those needing this level of care.

e. Elimination of ICF/MR services denies persons diagnosed with mental retardation the right to live in a facility of their choice as assured by federal law.

f. A long waiting list for services shows that there is a need for residential services.

g. The conversion of habilitation centers to waiver funded homes is not in the best interests of the residents living in these homes.

h. Families of residents living in habilitation centers are to be the primary decisionmakers concerning their welfare.

i. There is no true cost savings to the state. Comprehensive services are available at ICFs/MR. To get these same services in the waiver system can be more costly and time consuming.

j. Maintaining and renovating habilitation centers is a fiscally responsible, long-term investment in Missouri’s system of care for persons diagnosed with mental retardation. 

NEW HEALTH CARE WEBSITE

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. HHS Launches New Consumer Focused Health Care Website

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On July 1, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services today unveiled an innovative new on-line tool that will help consumers take control of their health care by connecting them to new information and resources that will help them access quality, affordable health care coverage. Called for by the Affordable Care Act, HealthCare.gov is the first website to provide consumers with both public and private health coverage options tailored specifically for their needs in a single, easy-to-use tool.

HealthCare.gov is the first central database of health coverage options, combining information about public programs, from Medicare to the new Pre-Existing Conditions Insurance Plan, with information from more than 1,000 private insurance plans. Consumers can receive information about options specific to their life situation and local community.

In addition, the website will be a one-stop shop for information about the implementation of the Affordable Care Act as well as other health care resources. The website will connect consumers to quality rankings for local health care providers as well as preventive services.

Information for people with disabilities, and families with children with disabilities, can be found here: http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/disabilities/index.html
As the health care market transforms, so will HealthCare.gov. In October, 2010, price estimates for health insurance plans will be available online.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)

Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals or credit card payments)

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________


Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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