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The Wyoming Life Resource Center here in Lander was established in 1907.  It was opened in 1912 as the 
Wyoming State School for Defectives with an enrollment of 3 and by the 1960's had 700 residents. 
 
In 1961, all units were certified as ICF Facility. 
 
In 1994, as result of the settlement of Weston v. Wyoming State Training School, litigation brought by 
Wyoming’s Protection & Advocacy System, the State of Wyoming expanded its statewide system of 
services for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  The state also downsized and limited 
the growth of the Center.  As are result, the Center’s population remains at about 90 residents today.  
 
In 2008, the name was changed to Wyoming Life Resource Center. 
 
Today it is a residential facility that provides medical support services and habilitation services.  The 
residents are in three major programs: 
 
1) Canyons , ICF/IDD  
2) Visions, Acquired brain injury residents--funded 100% State General Fund 
3) Horizons Health care Center serves acute long term medical care with extreme needs 
 
As noted, there are currently 90 residents living at WLRC today. In 2012, the Medicaid Options Internal 
Work Group of the Wyoming Department of Health issued a report that left open the possibility of a 
number of policy changes, included expanding admissions to WLRC.  In response, Wyoming’s Protection & 
Advocacy System enlisted Sam Bagenstos to issue a report to “educate and inform policymakers and 
citizens of legal requirements regarding community integration of persons with disabilities,” and 
expressly oppose “repopulation” of the WLRC.  
 
In January 2013, the Legislature passed HB 0068 which stated, in part, the following--- 
 
Section I.  The department of health shall conduct a study of the possibility of transitioning some or all 
residents of the Wyoming Life resource enter to community based services.  
  
The bill also required the following to be included in the study – 
* A plan for transition;  
* A report on the current and a 10 year historic trend; 
* An estimate of the costs of providing community based service or services in other setting, including 
nursing homes to the same residents receiving services as of March 1, 2013; 
* An estimate of the cost savings, if any; 



* An estimate of one-time costs to implement the transition; 
* A determination of whether there are sufficient service providers in the state who are appropriately 
certified, capable and willing to provide necessary service to the community to the residents of the Life 
Resource Center; 
* Comparisons of operational costs; 
* A comparison of operational costs with similar facilities in other states on a per client basis;  
* Consultation with parents, guardians and family members of current residents; and 
* A requirement that the department submit a written report of its study to the joint labor, health and 
social services interim committee and the joint appropriations intern committee by November 1,2013.  
 
This study was done and a report was given on November 1, 2013.  The extensive studies were completed; 
concluding the need for the WLRC.  Community facilities were not adequate for this segment of our 
population. 
 
Pursuant to the study, the Wyoming Department of Health did not recommend any WLRC residents be 
forced to transition out of WLRC.  It also determined that there were and are efficiencies that can be 
gained from the study; however, client safety and services must not be compromised. 
 
This legislation was passed by the Legislature and the advocates immediately went into action. 
 
There were media articles in the papers throughout Wyoming.  The Friends of Wyoming Life Resource 
held meetings, contacted all state legislators, and attended the community meetings and the Joint Labor, 
Health, and Social Services Interim Committee meetings. 
 
We are so thankful for the help of VOR during this time for Action Alerts and supporting media articles. 
 
The bottom line is that we succeeded in keeping this ICF facility open with Governor Matt Mead including 
in his biennium budget 30M for capital improvements and construction in the five state facilities including 
the Wyoming Life Resource Center.   
 
In conjunction with the study on WLRC there was also a Facilities (Structural) study done on all of the 
state run facilities.  Given the results of this study, a Joint Task Force on State-Run Facilities was appointed 
to study all five of the state run facilities.  This report will be given later this year in Lander for the 
guardians. It will be at the conclusion of this study we will be able to go forward with much needed 
renovations and additions to WLRC. 
 
This past year has been a busy year for guardian/family member advocates.  As changes are being made at 
the WLRC, guardian/family member advocates work diligently to continue to be the voice for their loved 
ones residing there.  


