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Louisiana still has only 1 state run facility and the push from advocacy groups like 

La. DD Council is to have more people served in the community and less 

dependency on facilities. I was told that the Hammond La. facility in southeast La., 

even though privatized, could be closing completely within the next five years. 

Parents /guardians who have their loved ones living there are very concerned and 

scared for their family should this happen. 

In discussions with the head of OCDD in La., Dr. Laura Brackin, I'm told there are 

no plans to privatize or close our only facility, at this time, and she does not see 

any more major cuts. She also tells me she supports our facility and will continue 

to fight to keep funding. However some state legislators are looking at doing away 

with "vacancies" at our facility. These job vacancies are in the budget and pay for 

overtime for understaffed direct care workers. 

The push to move residents out of our facility, using the SIS evaluation, and into 

private group homes or ICF/DD has seem to be on hold right now, which is very 

good. 

The head of DHH is under investigation for possible misconduct in giving the 

state's medic aide contract to a firm where he was once employed. We are surely 

hoping our governor is included in that investigation. 

My state representative call me to let me know that the legislature seems to be 

coming together to restore cuts or at least stop deeper cuts. We are cautious not 

to get our hopes to high but this is good news for us. He also tells me the 

governor is losing support from some republicans who once supported him. 

The population at our facility is changing to more "delinquents" and this has us 

concerned for the safety of our family. At this time, we don't know how to stop 

this from happening.  

Thank you 


