Note: 
I apologize for not publishing a Weekly E-Mail Update the past few weeks. 
These will resume on their usual weekly by June 18, 2010.
=======================

VOR ACTION ALERT
Wednesday, June 2, 2010 
============================================

1. Request for House Action

2. Congressional Contact Information
3. Senate Update – INTRODUCTION COMING SOON
4. Template Phone Message

5. Template Fax/Written Message

THANK YOU!

============================================

-----------------------------------------
1. Request for House Action!

--------------------------------------------
Next week, beginning on Monday, June 7, VOR members from around the country will be meeting with Members of Congress and their staff in Washington, D.C. 
They will be seeking support for meaningful DD Act Reforms, including passage of H.R. 1255. They will share our collective concerns regarding the abuses of some DD Act programs, including some state DD Councils and some state Protection and Advocacy agencies. 
[DD Act = Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act]

They need YOUR help!
By calling or faxing House of Representative offices next week you will be supporting those advocates “on the ground” in Washington, D.C., by showing Members and their staff that these issues are supported by constituents back home. 

PLEASE CALL or FAX anytime, but especially Monday, June 7 – Wednesday, June 9, for the greatest impact.

Contact information for U.S. Representatives, plus template call and fax messages are below. 
For additional resources relating to H.R. 1255, visit, http://vor.net/legislative-voice/legislation/hr1255.  
For VOR’s DD Act Reauthorization Reform position, see, http://vor.net/images/DDAReformSumm.doc and other resources visit, http://vor.net/legislative-voice/vor-helps-you-understand/developmental-disabilities-assistance-and-bill-of-rights-act-reauthorization
 THANK YOU!!!!

---------------------------------------------------

2. Congressional Contact Information

---------------------------------------------------

To identify your Representative, visit http://www.congress.org (see top right, under “Get Involved”  -  here you can type your zip code). The Capitol Switchboard can also identify your Representative and Senators and connect you to their offices: 1-202-224-3121.

---------------------------------------------------

3. SENATE Update – INTRODUCTION COMING SOON
---------------------------------------------------

SENATE BILL COMING SOON!
A Senate companion bill is expected to be introduced next week, the week of June 7. Once the bill is introduced, another Action Alert will be issued for the purpose of enlisting SENATE cosponsors. 

Stay tuned for further Senate developments! 

---------------------------------------

4. Template Phone Message

---------------------------------------

Note: In some states, Protection and Advocacy goes by a different name. To find out what this agency is called in your state, visit: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/add/states/pas.html
Phone Message - Template

1. Please co-sponsor H.R. 1255, which already cosponsored by 73 Democrats and Republicans; 

2. Support meaningful and critically necessary reforms to the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (DD Act), which was last reauthorized in 2000. DD Act programs are violating the DD Act requirement to respect family decisionmaking including residential choice – resulting in demonstrated harm and even death to the people they are charged to protect; and

3. Call Chairman Henry Waxman and request that the House Energy & Commerce Committee take up the DD Act Reauthorization this session.

---------------------------------------------------

5. Template Fax/Written Message to US Representatives
---------------------------------------------------

June 7, 2010

Dear Rep. __________________:

I am your constituent and a member of VOR, a national advocacy organization speaking out for individuals with mental retardation and their families

I am writing to ask that Rep. _______ - 

1. Co-sponsor H.R. 1255, which already cosponsored by 73 Democrats and Republicans; 

2. Support meaningful and critically necessary reforms to the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (DD Act): and

3. Call Chairman Henry Waxman and request that the House Energy & Commerce Committee take up the DD Act Reauthorization this session.

H.R. 1255, if passed, will require that federally funded Protection and Advocacy (a DD Act program) give me the opportunity to “opt out” of class action lawsuits that target my family members’ home, an intermediate care facility for persons with mental retardation (ICFs/MR).  As a guardian, I think I should be the one to decide – not a federally-paid attorney – whether  my family member is involved in a lawsuit about where they live.  
Passing H.R. 1255 is one way to address the abuses of one DD Act program. DD Act requires that DD Act programs respect family decisionmaking, yet many DD Act programs violate this requirement by working to eliminate ICFs/MR entirely. Where facilities have closed, citizens with profound intellectual and developmental disabilities, many of whom are also medically fragile, have too often suffered abuse and even death.  

The DD Act was last reauthorized in 2000 - a decade ago! Congressional review is long overdue and desperately needed.  Please urge Chairman Waxman to have the Energy and Commerce Committee take up the DD Act Reauthorization this session. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this request.

/S/
Name

Full contact information

=================================================================

THANKYOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!!!!
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